Prolacta Bioscience® Applauds New York Gov. Cuomo,
Assemblywoman Solages, Senator Hannon & State Lawmakers for
Providing Access to an Exclusive Human Milk Diet for Extremely
Premature Infants
DUARTE, Calif., May 15, 2017 – Prolacta Bioscience, the pioneer in human milk-based nutritional
products for premature infants, applauds Governor Andrew Cuomo, Assemblywoman Michaelle C.
Solages, D-22, Senator Kemp Hannon, R-6, and the entire New York State Legislature for expanding
Medicaid reimbursement to cover pasteurized donor human milk, including human milk-based fortifiers,
for premature infants weighing less than 1,500g (3 lbs 4 oz). The measure was included as part of S.
2007, which was signed by Governor Cuomo last month.
In the U.S., more than one in 10 babies are born prematurely, and the March of Dimes reports an uptick
of preterm births, especially among African Americans and other women in racial and ethnic minority
groups1. While some cow milk-based nutrition may be okay for full-term infants, clinical studies2 show
that for every 10 percent of cow milk in a preemie’s diet, the risk of severe complications increases,
particularly necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC), the most common and leading cause of death among
preterm babies. NEC affects up to one in six extremely premature infants who receive cow milk-based
nutrition in their diet. 3
“The use of pasteurized human donor milk and human milk-based fortifiers has steadily become the
standard of care for extremely high risk, low birth weight infants when a mother’s own milk is not
available,” stated Assemblywoman Michaelle C. Solages, D-22. “State funding to cover the costs of
human milk-based nutrition ensures that New York’s tiniest patients will have the strongest chance to
be as healthy as possible, regardless of their economic status.”
Prior to this policy, New York legislators have supported bills to provide financial support for the use of
donated, pasteurized human breast milk for premature babies. The new legislation extends this support
and expands it to include human milk-based fortifiers, aligning with recommendations from the National
Coalition for Infant Health for an exclusive human milk diet (EHMD)4 for premature babies born
weighing less than 1,250g (2 lbs 12 oz).
Because premature infants require more protein, calcium and other minerals than what breast milk
alone can supply, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends fortifying mother’s milk or
pasteurized donor milk with protein, minerals and vitamins to ensure optimal nutrient intake for
preemies weighing less than 1,500g (3 lbs 4 oz)5. However, nearly all commercial fortifiers are made
from cow milk.
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An EHMD during the early postnatal period, a diet devoid of cow milk protein, is associated with lower
risks of death, NEC, NEC requiring surgery, and sepsis in extremely premature infants 6. A study published
in the Journal of Perinatology7 found that the use of an EHMD was associated with lower total
hospitalization costs for infants born weighing 490-1,700g (1 lb to 3 lbs 11 oz), compared to those fed
cow milk-based fortifier and mother’s milk; a mixed combination of maternal milk, cow milk-based
fortifier and formula; and formula-fed infants.
•
•
•

Cost savings ranged from $27,388 to $106,968, per infant on an EHMD7.
NEC rates decreased to 1 percent, and infants reached fuller feeds faster in the EHMD group 7.
Up to 22 fewer days of hospitalization were observed for infants on an EHMD compared with
those on a cow milk-based diet7.

“Prolacta applauds Governor Cuomo and the New York Legislature for taking this step to help improve
access to human milk-based nutrition for families with premature infants,” said Scott Elster, CEO of
Prolacta. “Providing access to and coverage of an exclusive human milk diet, which includes human milkbased fortifiers, is a testament to the commitment of policymakers to raise the health policy standards
for these very fragile babies in New York.”

About Prolacta Bioscience
Prolacta Bioscience, Inc. is a privately-held life sciences company dedicated to Advancing the Science
of Human Milk®. The company pioneered the development of human milk-based neonatal
nutritional products to meet the needs of critically ill, premature infants in the NICU. Prolacta leads
the industry in the quality and safety of nutritional products made from donor breast milk and
operates the first and only pharmaceutical-grade manufacturing facility for the processing of human
breast milk.
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