Prolacta Bioscience® Supports Prematurity Awareness Month,
Releases Video Documenting a Family’s NICU Journey and Success
with an Exclusive Human Milk Diet
CITY OF INDUSTRY, Calif., Nov. 14, 2016 – Prolacta Bioscience, the pioneer in human milk-based
neonatal nutritional products, released a new video today documenting one family’s journey through
prematurity, and their first-hand experience with an exclusive human milk diet (EHMD) 1 in the neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU).
The testimonial video follows Delvin and Brandi Peeks’ emotional NICU journey after the birth of their
daughter, Leah Michelle, who was born at 23 weeks, five days’ gestation, weighing 1 lb 8 oz (680g). Leah
Michelle experienced intolerance to the cow milk-based fortifier she initially received and subsequently
developed necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC), the most common and serious intestinal disease among
premature infants and one of the leading causes of preemie mortality. 2
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends fortifying breast milk with protein, minerals
and vitamins to ensure optimal nutrient intake for preemies weighing less than 1,500g. 3 The term
“Human Milk Fortifier” (HMF) is the generic product name for this nutritional supplement. HMF is added
to mom’s own milk or pasteurized donor milk to meet the dietary needs of premature babies in the
NICU. Many mistakenly assume that because a product is labeled “Human Milk Fortifier,” it must be
made from human milk. This is not the case. Prolact+H2MF®, from Prolacta Bioscience, is the first and
only HMF made from 100 percent human milk – the H2 stands for (human) Human Milk Fortifier. All
other products labeled “Human Milk Fortifier” are made from cow milk.
“When Leah got sick, I remembered what my friend’s sister told me that, when they started to feed
Leah, to make sure that I asked for a fortifier from a company named Prolacta,” said Brandi. “Once I
realized that Prolacta made the only fortifier with 100 percent human milk, it became a no-brainer that
this is what Leah needed to have.”
The Peeks advocated for Leah Michelle to be on an EHMD and asked the hospital to fortify Brandi’s
breast milk with Prolact+H2MF®. “She began to tolerate it very well,” said Delvin. “The results were
almost immediate. She began to thrive, she didn’t require any surgery, her stomach returned to normal
size and shortly after that they labeled her a ‘feeder and grower,’ which was a huge milestone.”
When used as part of an EHMD, Prolacta’s neonatal nutritional products are clinically proven to improve
health outcomes4,5,6 and reduce hospital costs2,7 for critically ill, extremely premature infants in the
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NICU weighing between 500-1,250g at birth, as compared to cow milk-based fortifier or cow milk-based
preterm formula.
“Prolacta is proud to share the Peeks’ story during Prematurity Awareness Month, and to bring further
attention to the one in 10 babies born before 37 weeks each year,” says Scott Elster, President and CEO
of Prolacta Bioscience. “We are dedicated to Advancing the Science of Human Milk® to help these fragile
infants, like Leah Michelle, have a greater chance to survive and thrive despite their early entrance to
the world.”

About Prolacta Bioscience
Prolacta Bioscience, Inc. is a privately-held life sciences company dedicated to Advancing the Science of
Human Milk®. The company pioneered the development of human milk-based Neonatal Nutritional
Products to meet the needs of critically ill, premature infants in the NICU. Prolacta leads the industry in
the quality and safety of nutritional products made from breast milk and operates the first and only
pharmaceutical-grade manufacturing facility for the processing of human breast milk.
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An exclusive human milk diet (EHMD) is when 100% of the protein, fat and carbohydrates in an infant’s intake are derived solely from human
milk.
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